
Principal's Corner
It truly was the most wonderful time of year here at
Mount Arlington Schools. With many festive events
happening, the students and the staff welcomed the
holiday season. As always, in the true spirit of giving
I just want to thank all our families and staff
members who made charitable donations to the
Kindness for Christopher Pajama Drive and the
Sharing Snowman Tags. Your kindness and
generosity was greatly appreciated. Wishing you
and your families a happy and healthy new year!

Upcoming Events:
*Spirit Day! Hats off to the New Year!  1/6
*Student Council Winter Dance - 2/23  (6th - 8th Grade )
*Staff Professional Development/No School - 1/16
*Staff Professional Development/No School - 2/17
*Presidents' Day/School Closed - 2/20  
*Get ready for the MAPS LORW!  2/27 - 3/3 
*1st Annual "Clash of the Classes" 1/17 - 1/20 
*8th Grade Carnival Fundraiser - 2/8
*8th Grade Student Faculty Volleyball Game - 3/22

PTO Corner
The PTO has been actively 
working to help our school. 
Volunteers set up and ran a 
wonderful holiday shopping 
experience at both MAPS and 
Decker once again. Candygrams 
were sold during lunches. The 
PTO also coordinated the Sharing 
Snowman Tags event again this 
year. If you are interested in 
joining, please contact: 
camivenditti@yahoo.com 
The PTO always needs more 
parent volunteers! 
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PTO Members volunteer to set up 
shop at Decker!
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Musical Notes
The Concert Band and Choir performed on 
Tuesday, December 20th and the winter 
concert was a smashing success! The concert 
featured the Concert Band, Percussion 
Ensemble, the 8th Grade Chamber Singers, 
and the Concert Choir. Mrs. Van Dongen led 
the joyful singers and Dr. Aberback led the 
band in delivering the smooth sounds of the 
holiday season.  Student Council

Students in grades 5-8 attended a movie 
night on December 1st to kick off the 
holiday season. “Home Alone” played on 
the big screen in the MAPS gym while 
students socialized and snacked. Thank 
you to everyone who supported this 
fundraiser.

Students were “decking the halls” at MAPS 
once again! Grades 3-8 had the opportunity 
to decorate their lockers festively. This 
year, third through fifth graders were 
given paper lockers to decorate and hang 
in the halls. See the photos later in this 
issue! 

Student Council also participated in the 
Kindness for Christopher Pajama Drive. 
Join us for our next spirit day “Hats Off to 
the New Year” on January 6th by wearing 
your favorite hat.

Student Council Advisors Mrs. Huber and 
Ms. Guida also have a surprise in the works 
for January...stay tuned for more on the 
first annual "Clash of the Classes" coming 
to grades 3-8!

The D'Amico family 
and Kindness for 

Christopher 
organization accepts PJ 

donations for the 
Joseph M. Sanzari 
Children's Hospital 
(formerly known as 

JBWS-The Jersey 
Battered Women's 

Service)



Mount Arlington Public School District

LAKER INSIDER
Issue No. 9| December 2022

Greetings from the 
Superintendent's Office
December was a busy and exciting 
month for students in both schools 
and we look forward to many more 
wonderful opportunities in 2023!

On behalf of the Board of Education 
and the faculty and staff, I would like 
to wish each Mount Arlington family a 
happy new year!

Staff Spotlight
The Love of Reading Week Committee  
continued meeting in December and the 
magic has officially begun. Once again, the 
halls of MAPS will be transformed and 
students will experience a week of teacher 
created themed activities, workshops, and 
more! A special thank you to the 
committee for the countless hours before 
and afterschool creating for, and executing
this exciting new tradition. LORW will 
take place at MAPS from 2/27 through 3/3. 
Stay tuned!
  
Congratulations to Mrs. Miranda on being 
named Mount Arlington Public Schools 
Teacher of the Year!

 Student Spotlight
Congratulations to Riley Matthews, 
Whitney Prodeline-Parachini, and Max 
Zaretsky for winning 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place respectively for this year’s 
Patriot’s Pen Essay competition. On 
behalf of the Kenvil VFW Post 2833 and 
its Auxiliary, Mount Arlington students 
are invited to participate in this annual 
essay contest. Three students are 
selected as winners for their original 
essays and receive monetary prizes. The 
first place winner's essay is then 
forwarded to be judged on the District, 
State, and National levels.

Patriot's Pen Essay Winners
1st Place-Riley Matthews

LORW Mystery Plans 
Underway 

Mrs. Miranda wins 
Teacher of the Year
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Student Spotlight Follow Up
In the November 2021 Laker Insider, we 
introduced a group of MAPS students 
who have gone above and beyond to 
support a cause they believe in. Now in 
sixth grade, Emma, Maya, Alexis, 
Gianna, Maliya, and Katey began their 
dedication to raising money for breast 
cancer research several years ago. They 
have run their pink lemonade stand 
each year, as well as become involved in 
breast cancer fundraisers with Vineyard 
Vines and Kendra Scott. These young 
ladies are on a crusade to raise 
awareness and money for a cause close 
to many of our hearts. Those of us 
impacted by breast cancer are grateful 
for their work. So far, the team has 
raised more than $3,100 with their pink 
lemonade stand! Nationwide, the Pink 
Lemonade Stand Challenge has raised 
$25,000 for the BCRF. You go girls!

2021
Vineyard Vines, 2022

2022
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Decker Classroom Spotlights
First Grade Gingerbread Project Based Learning

First grade students spent the month of December learning 
about consumer economics: needs/wants, 
earning/saving/spending money, and making choices. The 
students then applied their knowledge by earning Ginger Bucks 
in the classroom, which would be used to purchase items they 
needed and wanted for building a gingerbread house. Students 
created a shopping list and made choices based on the amount of 
Ginger Bucks they had earned.  

After buying their supplies and building their houses, the 
students created a community filled with houses, streets, a 
school, and even a park. The students named their community as 
well as the streets and each students’ house was given an address 
in the community. The students loved this fun, engaging activity 
and have truly learned about the importance of making choices 
when it comes to earning and spending money. Oh what fun! 

Great job providing an engaging project based learning activity! 

 

Second Grade Reader's Theater  

The second graders performed a winter-themed Reader's Theater! The children read 
wintertime classics like "The Grinch," "The Gingerbread Man," and other stories in the form 
of scripts. They practiced matching their voices to ending punctuation, adjusting their rate 
of reading, attending to commas, bold words, and quotation marks, and and projecting their 
voices to an audience. What a fun way to end 2022!
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MAPS Classroom Spotlight
Holiday Stations in 3rd - 5th Grade

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade teams created and 
ran a fun, holiday themed interdisciplanary 
activity on 12/22. Stations were set up 
throughout the classrooms and students 
visited each station to complete the 
challenges and activities. 
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MAPS Classroom Spotlight
Hands on opportunities in 6th Grade Science

Sixth grade science students studied 
Reproduction of Plants and Animals and  
students learned about the parts of a flower, as 
well as the critical role of pollinators in the 
ecosystem. The unit culminated in two 
engaging hands on activities that challenged 
the lab groups to dissect a lily and identify all 
of the parts of the flower. Then, students were 
asked to use everyday materials to design a 
model of a perfect flower and pollinator 
relationship.
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Virtual Backpack/Bulletin Board 
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MAPS Holiday Lockers

3rd-5th 
Grade 
Lockers
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MAPS Holiday Lockers

  3rd-8th Grade Lockers


